
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Friends, 

This Easter was not what I had expected at the beginning of Lent. I don’t think any 
of us could have predicted that we would be absent from our church building on 
Easter Sunday, not because of pressing family matters, but because we had been 
ordered by our government that we could not gather due to Covid-19. The heart 
of the Easter message is about life, and life in abundance, and yet here we are 
with statistics that seem to defy life as we see the death toll from the virus rise 
across the world, and in our own communities. As a church minister I have been 
attempting to make sense of these past few weeks, especially in the light of 
Easter Day. In many ways it resonates with me for  4 years ago my own mother 
died on Easter Sunday. Having celebrated in the morning with some of the 
chapels, I was later that afternoon to find myself at my mum’s beside as she died. 
I remember the confusion that I felt then, and the confusion I feel now. Perhaps it 
is grief? At the moment we are grieving the loss of our independence, the lack of 
opportunity to go about our daily business in safety, perhaps the loss of a loved 
one, and as Christians, the freedom to gather for worship.  

We have gathered through shared acts of worship, which many have had a part in 
distributing, (thank you). Some of us have manoeuvred the wonders of Zoom and 
managed to join the Holy Week Services and the Sunday morning acts of worship. 
Others have chosen to worship on YouTube or radio or TV, so much choice with 
which we are blessed. Yet there is nothing quite like the real thing, being 
together, hearing familiar voices, seeing familiar faces being able to reach out and 
shake a hand or give a hug. These times will come again. But for now we grieve.  

Grief is a natural response to pain and anguish, to loss. It is part of our human 
existence.  It manifests itself in the ways described above and in other ways too 
and we know that Jesus grieved. He weeps over Jerusalem and it is said when he 
visits Lazarus’ tomb that the people say “See how much he loved him” as Jesus 
openly cries for his friend. Knowing this, and that God’s heart is breaking too, is a 
comfort and gives me strength. 

There will be an end to this, but for now hear the words of the psalmist, “even 

though I walk through the darkest valley, you are with me”, God is in the midst.  



Rev Ruth Crompton  

ruth.crompton@methodist.org.uk 

01535 652353 

Contact to hire a room  07598519073 

That is where hope lies. Those who have traversed this path of grief will know, 
that in time, things get better. It is often however when we look back that we see 
God at work. I believe that God is at work. I pray that when we emerge from this 
crisis we will emerge as people who know that there is no place that we venture 
that is without God. That is God’s promise and it is as strong and true today as 
when the world came into being.  

Stay safe, take care and know you are loved by God, 

Ruth  

Here is a poem that I wrote on that 
Easter Sunday when my mum died.  

When death and Easter Day collide 
What then? 
Overwhelming confusion 
How should I feel 
What might I say 
Peace at last 
Whilst Pain begins. 
Another dawn upon  
an empty tomb 
And another 
Washed and anointed 
In deaths gown. 
Mary understood, 
Whilst I make sense 
Of this Easter Day death  
I will listen for the voice 
Speaking my name 
In love  
And in my grief 
Find comfort. 

Ruth Crompton ©2016 

NOTE FROM THE EDITORS 

Hello to you all in what are very  
unusual times, we hope you are all 
staying safe and well. 

So here’s MAST reaching most of you 
in a slightly different way, its packed 
with lots of different articles and 
even a couple of recipes and a puzzle 
for you to try out, we do hope you 
enjoy it. 

A huge thank you to all of you who 
have contributed to this edition. 

Please email your articles to us in 
good time of the publication 
deadlines, these and contact details 
can be found towards the back of the 
magazine. 

Stay safe everyone. 

Rachel & Eileen 



OPEN CIRCLE 

The March meeting of Open Circle began with the A.G.M.   

Pam Spencer opened the meeting with the minutes of last years A.G.M. and 
details of the meetings of the last year, reporting that it had been a successful 
year.   

The committee for the coming year will be Pam Spencer, Audrey Hanson and 
Joan Whitfield.  The ladies said ideas for speakers for future meetings would be 
very much appreciated, please contact them if you can help. 

The committee were thanked for their hard work and for producing a varied 
and very interesting programme in the last year.  This was reflected by the fact 
that several gentlemen had regularly attended, they were welcomed and 
thanked. 

 Joyce Ellison agreed to remain as Treasurer, then giving her report. The balance 
in the bank was £428.94.  With the addition of  door takings from this meeting 
and the coming 2, it was expected to have  £500 to share between several 
groups. 

The meeting chose:-     £150 to the Church 

                                          £100 to the Blind Association 

                                          £100 to Green Spaces 

                                          £100 to Silsden Town Hall 

The A.G.M. was followed by entertainment by courtesy of Bill Rogerson, a 

member of Skipton Ukulele Band.  He played and sang a selection of well known 

songs and invited all to join in, which everyone did and enjoyed it.  

THANK YOU 
Thank you very much for the lovely flowers I received from church for 
my 90th Birthday. 
 

I had a really enjoyable day celebrating with my family. 
 

Thank you,  Peter Brook 
 

Also Mary would like to say a big thank you to the lovely people who 
keep calling her to see if they are okay this means so much to them 
both. God bless. 



LOCKDOWN! 
Just be careful because people are going crazy from being in lockdown! 

Actually I've just been talking about this with the microwave and toaster whilst 
drinking coffee and we all agreed that things are getting bad.  

I didn't mention anything to the washing machine as she puts a different spin on 
everything.  

Certainly not the fridge as he is acting cold and distant. 

In the end the iron straightened me out as she said everything will be fine no 
situation is too pressing.  

The vacuum was very unsympathetic.... told me to just suck it up, but the fan was 
more optimistic and hoped it would all soon blow over! 

The toilet looked a bit flushed when I asked its opinion and didn't say anything but 
the door knob told me to get a grip.  

The front door said I was unhinged and so the curtains told me to ..... yes you 
guessed it ........ pull myself together.  

Thanks to Myra Harrison 

CHURCH WELCOME                                                   Thanks to Margaret Robley  

We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, gay, rich 
and poor. 

We welcome you if you can sing like Andre Bocelli or can’t hold a note. 

You’re welcome here if you’re ‘’just browsing’’ or if you haven’t been in church 
since baby Peter’s baptism. 

We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not yet grown up, and 
to children who are growing up too fast. 

We welcome football dads, multi-tasking mums, coffee lovers, vegetarians, junk-
food eaters. 

We welcome you if you are having problems or you’re down in the dumps…or if 
you don’t like ‘’organised religion’’, we’ve been there too. 

We offer a special welcome to those who work too hard, don’t work at all, can’t 
spell…or because Grandma came to visit and wanted to go to church. 

And we specially welcome those who could use prayer right now…or got confused 
by satnav and wound up here by mistake. 

We welcome tourists, seekers, doubters…and we welcome you. 



QUICK FINANCIAL UPDATE 

I thought it may be useful for everyone to give you a quick update on the 
Church’s financial matters as we try to move forwards in these difficult times. 

Obviously much of our normal income will either cease or be significantly 
delayed and whilst we are doing what we can to limit expenditure there will 
certainly be a substantial shortfall each month until we can start to return to 
normal. 

Several people have asked what to do about paying their weekly offerings and 
for the moment my advice would be to put them on one side at home and pay 
them once we are able to restart our normal weekly services.  If you use 
envelopes then you don’t necessarily need to use one for each week, unless 
you prefer to do so, and it will be quite in order to put the full amount 
together in one envelope when you pay it in.  If anyone wishes to pay them 
direct into our bank account please contact me for guidance on how to do 
this. 

All income from lettings and fund raising has ceased so our only income at the 
moment is the monthly amounts paid by standing order direct into the bank.  
As the church building is effectively closed for the time being we have taken 
the decision to furlough our caretaker Graham Clymo which will enable us to 
claim back 80% of his wages thus ensuring that we can pay him his normal full 
amount.  Utility spend will reduce significantly whilst the building is not in use.  
At least for the time being we will continue to support the Circuit by paying 
our normal assessment.  

We expect the result of this will be a shortfall of around £2,800 per month and 
so if we have to continue for three months our reserves would drop from 
£58,700 at the start of March to around £50,300 by the end of June. 

If you have any queries please contact David Ayrton on 01535 930109 or    
b-dayrton@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 
 

You can also follow the Church and the Airedale Circuit on our Facebook pages 
Silsden Methodist Church            Airedale Methodist Circuit 

So To Pray….                  Airedale Circuit Youth Children & Family 



THANKING GOD IN ALL THINGS.  Could it be... 

There is panic-buying in the supermarkets, fear for the future, people 
sick and dying.  Could it be that even in these times of threat, despair 
and loss, God is pouring out blessings upon us? 

I open my window and breathe something unfamiliar: fresh air. I look 
out across the moor and see far and wide, further than I have seen for 
many years: clean, clear air.  Could it be that God is healing our 
planet? 

I witness acts of kindness to strangers as people turn a crisis into acts 
of love and generosity. Could it be that God is healing our 
communities? 

We reach out across miles, reconnecting with people we haven’t been 
in touch with for years. Could it be that God is healing 
our relationships? 

We keep our distance if we must venture out- and yet call our 
greetings to friend and stranger alike.  Could it be God is healing our 
need for one another? 

We are prevented from meeting together as a group- but find ways of 
doing it virtually, by Zoom and Skype.  Could it be that God is healing 
our isolation? 

So many of our activities are curtailed, and yet we write, sing songs, 
find joy in small things.  Could it be that God is healing the child 
inside each one of us? 

The schools close, but we teach our children to bake, read stories, and 
take time to play.  Could it be that God is healing our families? 

Everywhere the earth is bursting forth with new life; stillness and 
peace quench the trickle of fear.  Could it be that God is healing our 
hearts, our humanity?  

Could it be that now we are listening to “the still small voice of 

God”?                                                                   By Rev Susan Greenhart  



Youth Children Family Work 

In This Time Of Isolation 
The building may be closed, but the youth children and family groups are meeting, 
just online rather than in person. I cannot believe how busy our sector across our 
circuit is, we have been meeting up weekly with Children from Awesome Kids 
which normally meets at Silsden and our circuit Youth Fellowship group GIFT, and 
junior churches, along with the parents and the leaders. 

These so far have been amazing, and the groups are getting bigger each week, the 
conversations, the craft activities, watching clips, and having fun through games 
such as scavenger hunt, hangman, who am I? quizzes etc. 

Through Holy week we learnt the Easter story through using Rewind to Easter 
booklet, the Bible and watching clips, we made Easter Boxes and spinning men. 

We are reaching out to others in our circuit who are joining these groups too. 

Gift members are hoping to still go to Thirsk the district youth weekend away this 
time in July, so fingers cross this happens as the April one was postponed. 

Some comments from the children and youth and parents about meeting up over 
Zoom: 

“It was strange at first that I could see my friends, but couldn’t be with them, but it 
has been helpful and fun to do together and meet in this way”. 

“The awesome Kids group, it was nice to see people and interact with others 
outside of our homes which still being in our homes.  The short craft was fun and 
the games are great. Really appreciated”. 

“It helps us to stay connected to each other during a time of isolation.” 

The new circuit youth children family Facebook page is also helping those families 
across our circuit to connect with the Christian message and other ideas 
throughout this time.  Please take a look at the page.  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/855554911634343/ 

As time goes on: I’m praying that in time we will have a live circuit messy church 
either over facebook or on Zoom so watch out for this, and maybe even a short 
summer holiday club. Prayers for the families and the leaders as discussions takes 
place, would be appreciated.        

Thank you for all your support as this work continues in a different, but an 
amazing way. 

God bless, 

Jo Dolman - Circuit Youth Children Family worker. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/855554911634343/?ref=bookmarks


Surprising what you see …. 

We and two of our nearby neighbours have accidentally invented a novel 
way of keeping fit whilst practising social isolation ! 

A chance chat over the garden fence one morning resulted in an impromptu 
exercise session with Barbara and our two neighbours from No.8 producing 
their own hand weights whilst David  Gunn and myself had to make do with 
an assortment of hammers and other  tools. Linda Gunn, creative as ever, 
produced two pillow cases with an appropriate weight of potatoes inside. 

Stella from No.8 quickly proved a very able leader and every morning (except 
Sundays !) at 10am we can be found doing a 30 minute stretch and bend 
routine, each in our own gardens. From our garden we can easily see Stella, 
but Linda and David have a high hedge to contend with and overcome that 
by doing the bulk of the routine whilst standing on two chairs. OK until we 
come to the squats when it is comical to see them both disappearing below 
the hedge with each dip ! 

Someone has suggested it could go viral on You Tube, but fortunately we are 
fairly safe as it would need a drone to film it ! 

David & Barbara Ayrton 

 



Dear God,  

I am not happy, no that’s not right, I am angry. 

Angry that you are allowing this to happen, this 

virus. It is tearing families apart, people are 

suffering, losing their jobs, losing their lives and 

somehow you seem to be absent.  

I am scared God that someone close to me might be ill and need hospitalisation, I 

am frightened that someone might even be me. 

I am tired God, I am not sleeping, I toss and turn with anxieties that press hard 

upon me, I find no peace, and no rest and my dreams they disturb me through 

the day. 

Why, God why? 

Your confused Child. 

My dearest one, 

I know your deepest fears, I too have faced them on the cross.  

I too was scared in the garden where I prayed for things to be different. 

I understand your insomnia for I too weep over my creation. 

But hear this my child, we are in this together. I walk with you every step of the 
way. 

I stand beside the nurse who weeps with exhaustion as a friend hands her a cup 
of tea. 

I sit at the side of the dying taking them into my arms as they breathe their last 
breath. 

I will pour my peace upon you as you rest when you call my name. 

For I know your pain and your grief and together 
we will get through this. 

Here take my hand I’ve got you.  

Your loving God.  

 

Ruth Crompton © 2020  



THE SHARP’S RECIPE PAGE 
 

EMMA’S HALLOUMI TRAY BAKE    (Serves 4) 
 

750g baby new potatoes, halved 
2 medium red onions, quartered then broken 
4 tablespoons olive oil 
400g chickpeas, drained 
1 large red pepper, chunks 
Broccoli 
250g mixed colour cherry tomatoes 
4 garlic cloves, peeled 
250g Halloumi, thinly sliced 
 

Heat oven to 160c/140c fan/gas 3.  Aga top right oven.   
Put potatoes and onion into large roasting tin with 2 tablespoons olive oil 
and roast for 30 mins.   
Add chickpeas, pepper, broccoli, tomatoes and garlic.  Add 2 more 
tablespoons olive oil in and roast for 20-25 mins. 
Then toss briefly and put halloumi on top.  
Grill (or Aga top right oven, very top ledge) until cheese is brown. 
 

Sprinkle with basil and serve.  Yummy! 
 

TIM’S VEGETABLE SOUP    (Size to suit!) 
 

Soften 
Butter 
1 onion 
Garlic 
Off cuts from cubes of peeled veg* 
 

Stock 
1 pint Knorr veg stock cube 
1 tin chopped tomatoes 
1 tablespoon tomato puree 
 

Add softened onions/veg to stock and blitz with stick blender 
 

Veg* 
Add cubes of carrot, parsnip, swede, potato etc. 

Simmer for 30 mins and serve! 



EVERY ONE HAS A STORY TO TELL! 

While many of us are self isolating it is a fantastic opportunity to have the time to 
document our life stories for our families and, should we need it, any carers who 
may be looking after us. It may seem a mammoth and a daunting task to many of us 
but if you keep it simple to start with and then build it as memories come flooding 
back then it will come together. Something is better than nothing! 

There are many ways to document the story but some format which you can add to 
as you remember events is a good way of doing it. As you are clearing out 
cupboards and looking at old photos I am sure many memories will be recalled. 

Start off simply by making a note of the basic facts of your life eg family members, 
where you have lived, education etc.  

Here are some prompts to get you started- 

Birth When were you born?   Where were you born?   Which hospital were 

you born in?   Do you remember the address where you were born?   Did 

you have any brothers or sisters?   What are their names and ages?   Were 

they older or younger than you?   How did you get on with each other?   
Any other details you remember? 

Parents  What were your parents called?   How did they meet / when did 

they marry?   What jobs did they have, where did they work / when? 

Home What sort of house and neighbourhood did you live in? What was 
your address? Did you have other family members living nearby? If so, 
where did they live? If they didn’t live nearby where did they live. 

Work Where did you work? What was the organisation called, how long did 
you work there? When was that? What was your job, what was your 
position? What did your job entail? Did you have to have any training for 
your job?  

Just a note of caution— 
as is the nature of life, 
not all the memories will 
be happy ones so please 
be aware and have a 
mechanism for coping 
with this such as giving a 
family member or friend 
a ring. 

Happy reminiscing,  

I look forward to hearing about some of the results.             Eileen Jowitt 

 
       Write your life Memory Box  

Music Playlist 

Voice Recorded Memories 

Photo Book/Box Record a Video 

Remembering together:  

Making a life history  

Scrap book 



News for The Methodist Connexion and beyond. 

In the summer The Methodist Church holds its annual conference. This year 

the God in Love Unites was due to be discussed and voted upon. Due to the 

fact that Conference has been cancelled in its usual format, the decisions on 

the report have been deferred for another year. Conference will take place for 

the necessary business but such as stationing of ministers but in what format is 

yet undecided. Ordinations usually take place at conference and again we are 

waiting for confirmation on how this may happen this year. Here in our own 

Circuit we were 

looking towards 

new structures of 

governance and 

creating new 

churches, we are 

still in discussion 

but we think that 

much of that work 

will be delayed by 

around 6 months. 

Behind every 

organisation there 

are a number of 

people who have 

the unenviable 

decision of making 

difficult decisions 

and choices so 

please find time to 

pray for all those 

within Connexional 

leadership and 

within the District 

and Circuit. 

 Thanks 

SOME THOUGHTS ONE APRIL MORNING 

The baa of a sheep 

The bleat of a lamb 

A call of a bird 

Is all that is heard. 
 

How lucky I am 

To be out walking and free 

 Such beauty around brings much joy to me. 
 

I pray for our world with its worries and stress 

With hope for the future - to the end of this mess. 
 

I give thanks to frontline workers who diligently care 

So for them I close eyes and offer a prayer 

“Keep safe, may God bless you and bring you the strength 

To continue your service to all those you meet”. 
 

And to all in our homes, some working, some making 

Some busy in gardens and many home-baking. 
 

With children excitedly wanting to play  

And students with studies to pursue come- what- may 

In the words of Our Queen “We will meet again “ 

Until then Let’s keep smiling and shout out “Amen “. 
 

By Ruth Gill - 2020 



Property Matters 

An update on what we are doing to protect the building during the shutdown. On 
a weekly basis I am visiting the building to check there are no issues. The heating 
has been switched off but the hot water is still available to wash hands. During 
these visits all the taps are run for 2 minutes which is a recommendation to avoid 
the development of legionella in the water system. As you will see from David’s 
financial report, Graham Clymo is on furlough and the rules of the scheme say we 
are not allowed to use Graham in any way during this time so if someone would 
like to volunteer to cut the grass at church that would be appreciated. 

The Circuit Office is closed and Penny and Edwin are working from home. 

The apple and orange juices and also some biscuits have been given to the 
Salvation Army Food bank. One freezer has been defrosted and switched off. The 
other one will be done when we have managed to empty the freezer. 

Through the Silsden Emergency Planning Group, which is operating the Silsden 
Help Line, the building has been designated as the Emergency Hub for Silsden 
with Bradford Council should a hub be required in Silsden at some point i.e. for a 
local food bank. 

Silsden Help Line 

The Silsden Help Line 01535 400150 was set up by the Silsden Emergency 
Planning Group. It now has over 100 volunteers including members of our church 
and it is now also providing support in Steeton and Eastburn as well. So please 
give them a ring if you would like some help with shopping, prescriptions, 
someone to chat to etc, there have been some interesting requests so far! For 
more information search silsden.info and please pass on the information to 
anyone you think may require assistance.  

Proms on the Farm 

Building on the work Rosalie and her team had done over many years a new 
team, mainly consisting of church members, were well advanced in planning a 
return of the event in July 2020. Given that some form of physical distancing is 
likely to be in place for some time and bands will not have met to practice we 
have come to the decision to cancel the event for this year.  
We have already put 17th July 2021 in the diary and bunting is already in 
manufacture along with that being made for Silsden before the shutdown 
occurred. Eileen and Valerie have been busy making red, white and blue bunting 
with some material we had donated, approximately 25 metres so far. 

William and Eileen 



Deadline for the June ‘Mast’ is 18th May 2020 
Contributions for the newsletter, preferably by email, to  
Rachel Dunn :- rachelrobinson8@hotmail.co.uk: 07980038697 or 
Eileen Jowitt :- williameileenjowitt@yahoo.co.uk: 01535 657256   

GOOD NEWS STORY 
Tuesday the 14th of April 
What super timing, my super cards which Gill produces had just run 
out.  Then whilst Graham was fishing at the bottom of the garden who 
should go past Gill, with her camera.  So lets hope another batch is 
being assembled as I write . 

I have made a rag doll named Clarissa for the next Bring and Buy stall 
when everything gets up and running again.  All using bits and pieces 
from my craft cupboard. 

The zoom idea for the Church services has been good, thanks to Ruth 
and all who have taken part.  Graham did say it was good to see 
everybody's faces instead of the back of their heads . 

Its good to see how the gardens are being cared for, and the lovely 
rainbows being displayed all round the area.  

God certainly does work Miracles!                   

 Janet and Graham Smith 

 
 



Word Search     

We hope you enjoy this small word search with words related to our  

beautiful church:      

       

-       Church -       Friends -       Amen   

-       Praise -       Temple -       Lord  

-       Service -       Faith -       Hope  

-       Thankful -       Silsden -       Risen   

-       Prayer -       Rev Ruth  -       Belief   

-       Bible -       cross -       Humour  

    -       Cobbydale 

Can you find our bonus word hidden below?   

With thanks to Ben Sharp and Jemma 


